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Handbook
The rules and regulations contained in this Handbook of the American Brabant Association
are in full force and effect beginning 5/13/2021. ABA Handbooks published before
09/30/2020 are repealed. The American Brabant Association Handbook and/or Bylaws may be repealed, modified, altered
or amended, or new items adopted at any regular or special meeting of the Executive Board by a two-thirds vote of the
Executive Board. The ABA considers this Handbook/Bylaw document their intellectual property and it is provided as a
service to their members. This material may be duplicated for personal, non-commercial use only. Explicit written
permission from the American Brabant Association is required to integrate any part of this document into other programs or
documents.
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History / Origination
The American Brabant is a draft horse cross between European Belgians and American
Belgians and select Percheron and Suffolk mares. Registered American Brabants have 25 to 99% European Belgian
bloodlines. It presents with a variety of appearances but is typically shorter in stature, short coupled and thick boned, with a
good head and kind eye. Their calm, willing disposition makes them suitable for a wide range of work and they are most
commonly found performing farm work, logging and pulling wagons.
Mission
The American Brabant Association’s mission is to protect, preserve and promote the American Brabant draft horse in the
Western Hemisphere
To Preserve and Protect - by providing a clearinghouse of breeder information, available horses and provide a network for
interested people to learn about the American Brabant.
To Promote – by showcasing the abilities, attributes, and beauty of the American Brabant.
To establish, maintain and publish a registry for recording pedigrees of these horses.
To improve the health, soundness, and usefulness of the American Brabant as a working horse.
Just to clarify: The task of the ABA is not to promote or reproduce the European Belgian or the American Belgian as there are
already long-established organizations that fill that need. The ABA considers the American Brabant its own breed of horse
and that is its focus

Breed History
The European Belgian draft horse is the foundation horse for the American Belgian, as well as several other draft breeds.
Until about 1940, the European Belgian and the American Belgian were essentially the same horse. It was this horse that
powered the world. After World War II, the Belgian horse changed in both Europe and the US. The horse changed much
more slowly in Europe because horsepower was used into the 1950s, however, in the US the changes began immediately
after the war since the US mechanized sooner. The Belgian was bred in Europe to be thicker bodied and more drafty, with
heavy feathering on the legs, while in the United States the Belgian was bred to be taller, lighter bodied and clean legged.
In the United States, during the late 1960s Albert Stankiewicz imported stallions from Belgium because he was disturbed by
the changes in the Belgian horse in the US. He used his imported stallions on old-style domestic Belgian mares in an effort to
preserve the old pre-war work type draft horse. Anne Harper saw his stallions and partnered with Stankiewicz for several
years importing stallions to breed to her old-style Belgian mares. Ultimately, Harper also began importing mares from
Belgium to breed to old style domestic stallions and back cross with her European-American crosses. The entire project was
designed to recreate and preserve the pre-war work type Belgian horse. In the process, Harper actually created the
foundation for a new draft breed. Today that breed is called the American Brabant. In 2001 Colleen Michaels also spearheaded an importation of a group of European Belgian horses.
The European Belgian is raised in several European countries and goes by different names, depending on the country of
origin; however, they are all European Belgian horses. In southern Belgium, the European Belgian is called the Cheval de
Trait Belge or Brabançon. In northern Belgium, the European Belgian is called the Belgisch Trekpaard. In France it is the
Cheval Trait du Nord, in the Neterlands it is the Nederlands Trekpaard and in Germany it is the Rheinisch Deutsches Kaltblut.
`
02/15/2020
Page 4

Association History
The American Brabant Association was formed in 1999 in an effort to provide fellowship and networking for people
interested in preserving and promoting the wonderful attributes of our horses. The founding members were Tommy and
Cindy Flowers, Karen Gruner and Colleen Michaels. Karen Gruner coined the term American Brabant in an effort to
distinguish the new breed formed by European-American Belgian crosses from the modern American Belgian and its
counterpart in Europe. By 1999, the modern American Belgian was quite different from the modern European Belgian and
the American Brabant was different from both.
Between 1999 and 2012 members met and conducted the business of the Association at Horse Progress Days.
In 2014 a small group revitalized the association by stating monthly conference calls and a major growth spurt began
encompassing members from across the US, Canada, and Europe. Monthly membership meetings are now conducted by
telephone conference with Annual Field Days for fellowship. Websites and Facebook pages were launched to augment the
newsletters.
In 2015 & 2016, it became clear that the demand for American Brabant horses was increasing. Early in 2017, a
special committee was formed to discuss creating a registry and what benefits a registry would have for these horses in the
future. This registry opened in May 2018 and is documented in this handbook and complementary by-laws additions.
The ABA has great hopes that this registry will benefit the American Brabant horse by keeping a database of
imported 100% European Belgian horses, Western Hemisphere-born 100% European Belgian horses and 25-99% registered
American Brabant horses. 0-24% Approved Breeding Stock will also be recorded.

5/13/2021
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Bylaw Summary
A full copy of the Bylaws is included in the Appendix.

Name
The name of the organization shall be the American Brabant Association, abbreviated as ABA or the Association.
The ABA is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization.

Membership
Any individual or family who is interested in promoting the purposes of this organization and who are accepted by the
Executive Board of the Association may become one of the following types of member:
a. Full Membership: A full member is accorded all membership rights within the organization as long as he/she has

paid the annual dues and is a member in good standing.
b. A Family Membership limited to partners (and children) living within a home, shall have one (1) vote*. Members
of any family over the age of 18 years may become individual members upon acceptance and payment of dues.
Each membership will have one (1) vote* within the organization.
* members must be in good standing for at least 6 months before being eligible to vote for ABA Directors.

Expectations of a Member in Good Standing
Being a member of and/or doing business with the ABA is a privilege and not a right. All members doing business with the
ABA agree to support the mission and to promote and seek to secure the best interest of other members and the
Association as a whole. Members are to put the best interests of the entire program ahead of their personal desires. Subject
to the ABA Bylaws, the Executive Board has authority to establish and enforce rules, regulations, conditions, qualifications,
rights and privileges of the members, including rules and conditions governing admission, withdrawal, censure, suspension
or expulsion.
The Membership Application form is available on the American Brabant Association website and in this document.

Dues
ABA members will review and set the amount for dues prior to the new calendar year. The dues will be due Dec. 1st for the
following year. Membership fees are not refundable.
$30.00 USD annually or $125.00 for a 5 year membership
Payable via check, money order or
PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com

Grace Period
ABA members paid for the previous year will remain in good standing until Feb 15 th of the current year.

06/20/2020
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Management of the Association
The management of the Association consists of seven directors (one of the seven directors serving as
President and another serving as Vice President). The directors will appoint a Secretary/Treasurer/Registrar.
The eight altogether are called the Executive Board. The directors are elected to the board with offsetting
terms. Currently serving on the Board are:
Jason Julian (2021,2022 & 2023) acting President for 2021
Susan Zenker (2021, 2022 & 2023) acting Vice President for 2021
Niall Campbell (2021 & 2022), Director
Dave Mires (2021 & 2022), Director
Ken Gill (2020 & 2021), Director
Tamara Kowalchuk (2020 & 2021), Director
Heather Senger (2020 &2021), Director
Kim Ott (2021), Secretary/Treasurer & Registrar

Meetings
The general meetings of the ABA may be held on the 3rd Saturday each month at 9:00 p.m. EST. These meetings may be
held in person at a place designated 30 days in advance, or by a telephone conference call, or by other means approved by
the general membership.

12/28/2020
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Membership Application
The American Brabant Association’s mission is to protect, preserve and promote the American Brabant
draft horse in the Western Hemisphere:
To Preserve and Protect - by providing a clearinghouse of breeder information, available horses and provide a
network for interested people to learn about the American Brabant.
To Promote – by showcasing the abilities, attributes, and beauty of the American Brabant.
To establish, maintain and publish a registry for recording pedigrees of these horses.
To improve the health, soundness, and usefulness of the American Brabant as a working horse.
Just to clarify: The task of the ABA is not to promote or reproduce the European Belgian or the American Belgian as there are already
long-established organizations that fill that need. The ABA considers the American Brabant its own breed of horse and that is its focus.
Name: _________________________________________________ Today’s Date :________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________________________________________________
State/Province: _______________________________ Zip Code / Postal Code: _____________________
Contact #’s:____________________________________ Email: _________


____________

Full Membership – choose this option if you understand, agree, and attest to support the mission of the

American Brabant Association. This option provides reduced registration fees and the right to vote annually for ABA leadership.
----or--- Limited Membership – choose this option if you do NOT agree to support the mission of the American Brabant Association.
This option provides reduced registration fees but no voting rights.
To help connect American Brabant owners, the ABA publishes its membership information on its website. Choose whether your
information is shared on the website:


Publish



Do not Publish

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________
Please share with us your interest in the American Brabant Breed. Do you have American Brabants or other breeds?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about the ABA? (i.e. word of mouth, advertisement in xyz magazine, website, facebook, other):________________________________

05/13/2021
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Mail to:
American Brabant Association
P.O. Box 181
Isanti, MN 55040
You can also scan and email PDF to ABARegistry@q.com
Membership runs January-December.
DUES: $30.00 annually (or $125.00 for 5-year membership)
Check, Money Order or By PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com
You will receive Newsletters, Member and Registered Horses Lists.
Access Codes for Monthly conference Calls which are currently held every 3 rd Saturday at 9pm Eastern Time
*Conference Meetings subject to change, all members will be notified via phone or email.

05/13/2021
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Breed General Description
The American Brabant is a working horse and above all else should be built and have a mind and temperament for work.
The exact height and weight should be a secondary consideration. A wide range of characteristics are present in today’s
American Brabant horses. Over time, with careful breeding, the ABA desires that the breed move closer to the preferred
characteristics.
Height
15.2 hands to 17 hands
Preferred: 16 hand range
Weight
The 15.2 hand horses should weigh about 1800 lbs. Weight increases with height so the 17 hand horses can weigh as
much as 2,500 lbs.
Color
American Brabants come in all the solid colors of horses except the dilution (palomino, buckskin, grullo) or dun factor
(dorsal stripe, leg bars, cob webbing) colors. These colors are bay, dark bay, black and sorrel(sometimes referred to
as chestnut). These base colors can be roaned to give bay roan, blue roan, red roan and strawberry roan. The last and
rarest color is gray. Blaze and socks are allowed.
Body Style
The modern American Brabant has a deep, close coupled body with a short thick neck, and plenty of bone. The head

is massive but neat with a flat profile from the side and characterized by a broad forehead that tapers to the
muzzle both from the side and the front. The American Brabant has a rectangular build meaning the horse
covers a lot of ground while having a short back. The heart girth and groin girth should be nearly equal and
should be nearly equal to the length of the front legs. The chest should be broad. The hip should be broad
and long with a moderately sloped croup resulting in a medium-low tail set. The length of the hip should be
a minimum of 1/3 of the overall body length. The shoulder should slope enough for a good collar bed.
Undesirable: A Roman nose, a parrot mouth or cryptorchid (one or both of the testes fail to descend in a stallion).

12/28/2020
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Legs

From the front, the modern American Brabant legs should be straight with equal width between the
forearms at the chest and between the feet while standing square. From the rear while standing square, the
point of the buttock should be vertically aligned with the hocks, fetlocks and center of the heel. Again, the
width between the hocks should match the width between the feet. The back legs should not touch along
the hocks to the feet.
Undesirable: base narrow stance front or rear, touching hocks
The modern American Brabant has moderate to heavy feather on the legs with stallions and geldings
having heavier feather than mares. The feather tends to be coarse and brushy, however some horses have
longer finer feather.
Preferred: finer feather to no feather
Undesirable: Chronic Progressive Lymphedema (CPL) is a largely genetic condition in which the lower legs
develop skin folds and nodules resulting in swelling, fibrosis and secondary skin infections due to abnormal
functioning of the lymphatic system. Horses with particularly massive bone also tend to have coarse,
brushy feather and generally have more CPL. Conversely, horses with more moderate bone and finer
feather have less CPL.CPL can present as early as the first year but more commonly does not become
apparent until the horse is three or older. The ABA strongly discourages the breeding of horses with CPL
especially those that present symptoms at younger ages.

Feet

The hooves should be large but not exhibit a concave or dished profile with flare. The hoof should be hard
with a wide heel and generous frog.
Undesirable: flat spreading hooves with a concave profile
Preferred: Black Hooves
Movement

The American Brabant moves efficiently covering ground smoothly without wasted motion. Despite the
broad chest, the horse should be able to execute a tight turn on the hindquarter easily and smoothly
Undesirable: Showy high stepping vertical movement or prancing.

Temperament

The American Brabant is a gentle giant with a quiet, willing disposition. These horses are ideal for the farmer
interested in sustainable agriculture and forestry practices.
Undesirable: Ill-tempered, mean, or flighty (hot).

02/15/2020
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Fee Schedule
ABA Membership $30 USD annually
or $125 for 5 years

Reserve a Prefix $10 USD
Register a Horse* $30 USD (members)
Transfer a Horse

$55 USD (non-members)

$30 USD (members)
$55 USD (non-members)
If sent 60 days after sale date $100 USD (members) $125 USD (non-members)
DNA Testing
Parentage Only Testing $40 USD (members)
$40 USD (non-members
Both Parentage & PSSM1 Testing $100 USD(members) $100 USD (non-members)
Request to Update Horse’s Color $10 USD (members)
$25 USD (non-members)
Request to Reprint Certificate $10 USD (members)
$25 USD (non-members)
Stallion Breeding Stock Approval Case by case basis depending on travel expenses

*After application review, if a horse is not accepted into the ABA Registry, ½ of the fees paid will be refunded.

Fees are payable via check or money order mailed to:
American Brabant Association
P.O. Box 181
Isanti, MN 55040
Or
By PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com

02/15/2020
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The 3 Books of Record
On December 28, 2020, The American Brabant Association changed the registry from having 4 tiers of registration plus
an approved brood mare tier to instead maintain 3 record books based on the horse’s percentage of verifiable European
Belgian lineage (imported post-1965). On May 13 2021, the qualifications for Book 2 entry were modified to be based
on the horse’s quality rather than merely on European registration status.
Book 1 contains registrations of American Brabant horses (24-99%).
Book 2 contains registrations of 100% European Belgians.
Book 3 contains registrations of Approved Breeding Stock (less than 25%).
Horses who have ABA papers issued before December 28,2020 will be grandfathered into the three ABA books based on
their percentages. New certificates will not be issued, however if a horse is transferred, a new certificate will be issued
showing the current registration book.
The ABA Executive Board will carefully review each registration application to determine whether or not to issue any
ABA papers and will determine the horse’s European Belgian percentage. Even though the horse may appear to be a
high percentage horse, the percentage assigned will be based on paper trail documentation. It is not based on word of
mouth or hearsay. The horse’s European Belgian percentage will be listed their ABA certificate.
The ABA Executive Board will use diligence in securing true information in connection with the registration. Neither the
Association nor the Officers shall be answerable in damages for the issuance of any certificates of registry made in
conformance to information furnished by the applicant.
The ABA Executive Board will monitor the number of horses and independent bloodlines represented in the registry and
will open and/or close record books as needed to ensure enough genetic diversity in the American Brabant horse.

Definitions:
Book 1 American Brabant:
o Is the offspring off European Belgians, American Brabants or Approved Breeding Stock showing verifiable
evidence of 25-99% European Belgian bloodline. To be eligible for registration, all horses foaled June 1,
2020 or later, must first have both parents registered with the ABA.

Book 2 European Belgian:
1) All horses imported June 1, 2021 or later must go through the ABA Assessment Process before being considered
for Book 2 registration. Foals born in the Western Hemisphere June 1, 2021 or later, that were conceived using
imported semen are also required to go through the ABA Assessment Process.
05/13/2021
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The ABA Assessment Process is designed to assess the quality of horses by using comparisons to the
American Brabant Breed General Description and CPL leg scores. Candidate horses must be 3 years of age or older,
must have lab test paperwork showing the horse is PSSM free and JEB negative, and must be evaluated in-person by
an ABA approved inspector. The cost of the assessment will be determined based on travel expenses and availability
of inspectors.
After the ABA Assessment Process, Book 2 registration is granted solely based on the ABA Executive Board’s
discretion.
Contact Jason Julian to schedule the candidate horse’s in-person inspection:
Jason Julian phone (715)560-0554

2) Horses imported from Europe before June 1, 2021 and registered with one of these registries will be accepted into
Book 2:
o AWCTB (Belgium French)
o Part) Association Wallon Cheval Trait Belge
o BDHCA Belgian Draft Horse Corporation of America (and the registry shows European parentage)
o CBHA Canadian Belgian Horse Association (and the registry shows European parentage)
o CTA (Belgium) Cheval de Trait Ardennaias (Ardennes Horses)
o KMBT (Belgium Mother Stud Book) Koninklijke Maatschappij Het Belgisch Trekpaard
o KVTH (Netherlands) Koninklijke Vereniging Het Nederlandse Trekpaard En De Haflinger
o RDK (Germany) Rheinisch Deutsches Kaltblut
o VFBT (Belgium Flemish Part) Vlaamse fokkers van het Belgisch trekpaard
o * Other European Belgian-based registries will be considered on a case-by-case basis

3) Horses born in the Western Hemisphere as the offspring of ABA registered Book 2 parents will be accepted into
Book 2.

Book 3 Approved Breeding Stock:
•

Is an old-world traditional style American Belgian, Ardennes, Suffolk Punch and Percheron draft horse. Others may
be considered on a case by case basis. Clydesdales, Shires, Spotted Draft and light riding horse crosses will not be
allowed.

Approved Breeding Stock status is granted solely based on the ABA Executive Board’s discretion.
The Executive Board is eager to find, preserve and propagate old-world traditional style draft mares and American
Belgian stallions representing the old-style work stock that is highly valued by the American Brabant Association. To
capture and to retain the increasingly rare, traditional, old style work stock, as well as, to ensure genetic diversity and to
breed away from CPL in the American Brabant, the ABA will accept a certain number of mares and stallions that are low
percentage European Belgian or do not have any recent verifiable European Belgian lineage. These horses will be
assigned 0-24% based on verifiable evidence.

MARES as Approved Breeding Stock
These mares are old-world, traditional style draft horses with American Belgian, Ardennes, Suffolk Punch or
Percheron bloodlines. They are 0-24% European Belgian.
What type of grade mare is likely to be approved of by the Executive Board?
▪ Belgian ancestry is preferred
▪ Good disposition
05/13/2021
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▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

17 hands or less
Ample muscling
Plenty of bone in the legs
Relatively clean of feathering
A neat head with kind wide set eyes
No symptoms of CPL
Good feet

STALLIONS as Approved Breeding Stock
These stallions are old-world, traditional style draft horses with American Belgian bloodlines. Stallions will
be considered for Approved Breeding Stock status only after an in-person inspection by an ABA approved
inspector. The stallion must be at least 2 years old on the inspection date. The inspector will determine the
stallion’s CPL score as well as appraise the stallion’s conformation and disposition.
They are 0-24% European Belgian.
The stallion must exhibit these qualities:
▪ Belgian ancestry
▪ Good disposition
▪ 17 hands or less
▪ Ample muscling
▪ Plenty of bone in the legs
▪ Relatively clean of feathering
▪ A neat head with kind wide set eyes
▪ No symptoms of CPL
▪ Good feet

Process for Stallion approval:
1) Follow the “Instructions for Registering a Horse” found later in this handbook.
2) Contact an ABA approved inspector to schedule the stallion’s in-person inspection:
Jason Julian phone (715)560-0554
Karen Gruner phone (301)788-9191)
The cost of the inspection will be determined based on travel expenses and availability of inspectors.

05/13/2021
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Mating Recommendations for American Brabant Horses
These breeding recommendations support the mission of the American Brabant Association to improve the health,
soundness, and usefulness of the American Brabant as a working horse

Mating for Horses Exhibiting CPL Symptoms:
The ABA highly discourages the breeding of horses with CPL especially those that show symptoms at younger
ages. But if you decide to breed your horse with CPL symptoms the ABA strongly advises you to consider these
guidelines:
Mares, 50% or greater, showing CPL symptoms: the ABA advises you to mate her to a stallion with absolutely clean
legs. This could mean mating to a low percentage Approved Breeding Stock stallion
Mares, 50% or less, exhibiting signs of CPL should not be bred.
Stallions of any percentage – ABA strongly encourages monitoring the legs of stallions and that you review the
stallion’s ABA approved CPL score before making breeding decisions.

Substandard Stallions should not be considered for breeding.
Examples include:
Poor temperament, Cryptorchid, Low fertility, Poor conformation (Crooked legs, Roman nose,
Parrot mouth, Poor feet etc.)
Refer to the General Breed Description listed earlier in this Handbook.

12/28/20/2020
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Mating Rules for Artificial Insemination
To register any horse (foal) that was conceived by artificial insemination and foaled after December 31, 2019,

Either:
DNA parentage test results must be on file with the American Brabant Association for both the horse being
registered (the foal) and the Sire. The DNA identity profiles will be compared and must establish kinship between
the Sire and foal. Matching a horse’s DNA with only one of its parents is less conclusive than matching with both
parents. But matching can still exclude or qualify the Sire’s kinship.
See the DNA Test section, later in the Handbook, for instructions on requesting DNA tests.
The American Brabant Association has contracted with the University of Kentucky to perform DNA testing. If the
Sire has DNA results on file at another registry, the ABA can work with you, the University of Kentucky and the
registry with the results to obtain a copy of the Sire’s DNA test results.
The Executive Board has the right to request parentage DNA testing on any foal being registered.

Or :
Two affidavits must accompany the foal’s registration application. The first affidavit required is the Semen
Collection Affidavit. The second affidavit required is the Breeder’s Affidavit which includes the inseminator’s
signature. Both affidavit forms can be found in the Handbook.

12/28/2020
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Calculating Your Horse’s European Belgian Bloodline Percentage
A horse’s European Belgian percentage is based on the single concept of recent (1965 or newer)
European Belgian blood. Horses historically imported (before 1965) are not recognized as American
Brabants. Horses registered in Book 2 will be assigned 100%.

Determining European Belgian Percentages:
The ABA wants to honor the European heritage of these horses, but there can be a lack of definitive proof in
recorded registries. Percentage assignments will be arbitrated by the ABA. The Executive Board will use evidence
from the registration application including import status, sire and dam names and breeder farm names to help
determine an appropriate percentage.
C-HORSE
Once the horse’s
100%
D-HORSE
lineage has
OLDWORLDDRAFTHORSE
50%
F-HORSE
0%
percentages
75%
recorded, it is easy to
Book 2 Registered Horse
100%
calculate their
H-HORSE
offspring’s European
W-HORSE
63%
100%
S-HORSE
Belgian percentage. It
AMERICANBELGIAN
50%
is calculated by
0%
G-HORSE
adding together the
Book 2 Registered Horse
50%
100%
T-HORSE
sire’s European
AMERICANBELIGAN
50%
Belgian percentage
0%
and the dam’s
Book 2 Registered Horse
European Belgian
100%
C-HORSE
percentage dividing
100%
Book2 Registered Horse
by 2 and rounding up.
100%
For example, see
E-HORSE
below, follow I100%
Horse’s lineage to see
Book 2 Registered Horse
how I-Horse’s 82%
100%
lineage is determined.
I-HORSE
82%
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Thinking About Buying an American Brabant?
Consider the following:
Not all may be as it seems with horses that have a Brabant appearance.
Get to know the seller
Ask other ABA members about their experience with the seller.

See the horse in person
Also, check if you can see and meet the horse’s sire and the dam and any offspring related to the horse you are considering.
Take lots of pictures, they might be useful in a dispute.

Ask to see the horse’s ABA registration papers
If the horse is not registered, insist that the seller of the proclaimed Brabant horse, register it with the ABA before purchase.
This is especially important if the horse for sale will be used as breeding stock. Registration with the ABA will discover and
memorialize the verifiable percentage of European Belgian blood of that horse on the registration papers.

Ask to see the horse’s parents’ registration papers
Review the papers from any horse registry (not just the ABA) and get a copy of the front and back.

Check for CPL
Examine the horse and if possible the horse’s parents for CPL.
Get your fingers down in those feathers. Feel for skin folds, open gooey wounds, scabs or nodules. Look to see if the horse
is scratching its legs on things like hay feeders, etc. If any doubts, ask to have a pre-purchase vet check. Take pictures, if
there's any question. You can compare photos to medical photos.
If you do not know what you are looking for with CPL. Contact the ABA for help as there are ABA experienced breeders in
most parts of the country. Even if you have to pay to get one of the more experienced breeders to travel to you, this may be
the best option in the long run.

JEB Status
If the horse is North American Belgian bred, ask for the JEB Status of the horse or the JEB status of both its parents. Having
JEB status of negative is particularly important if the horse will be used for breeding.

Get a Bill of Sale
Be sure the bill of sale shows you as the purchaser of the horse and the date of purchase.

Transfer Application
For ABA registered horses, ensure that the Application for Transfer form is filled out. It is the seller’s responsibility to
submit the form and fees to the ABA, but be sure your information is correct on the form.
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If you buy an unregistered horse:
Be aware that if you buy a horse without paperwork there is no guarantee that the ABA will be able to register it. Better to
have the seller do this first.
If the seller will not register the horse:
Get copies of as many documents about its lineage as you can.
• Parent’s registration papers (front and back)
• Pictures of the parents
• If the parents were imported, copies of their passport papers
• Any other pedigree information available
• Breeder’s certification showing who bred the horse’s dam and when
• Etc.

If you are buying a horse internationally:
The best thing to do is go see the horse in person or enlist the help of someone you trust to look at the horse and the horse’s
parents on your behalf.
Talk very closely with the people who you are making the business deal with and make sure you have a way out of the deal if
you aren't getting satisfaction on the information you request.
If you are not there in person, request lots of pictures (from every angle).
Contact ABA members who have imported horses, they are a great resource.
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Disciplinary Actions
Whenever a member or non-member knowingly misrepresents any facts pertaining to a horse or American Brabant
Association documents or willfully refuses or neglects to appropriately register or transfer a horse, such member or nonmember may be subject to disciplinary action including suspension or expulsion. Their Certificates of Registration may be
cancelled or modified, and registration applications denied. The member or non-member may be prohibited from
transacting any future business with the American Brabant Association.
As described in the ABA ByLaws, disciplinary actions will be determined by the American Brabant Association Executive
Board. For the protection of the Association, its members, non-members, and the breed, the Executive Board may, at its
discretion, notify all members and non-members of the Association of disciplinary action taken against any member or nonmember.
Transgression examples include, but are not limited to:
1) Providing false information to the ABA regarding the name, age, parentage, or registration status of a horse.
2) Representing any horse as ABA registered that is not an ABA registered horse or representing a false European
Belgian percentage.
3) Representing a registration certificate or other documents as valid, issued by the ABA, that is not.
4) Committing forgery or providing false information on any document filed with the ABA or altering any official
ABA document.
5) Failure to put the best interests of the entire program and mission ahead of personal desires and gains.
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Appeal Process
The American Brabant Association Executive Board evaluates appeals submitted by members for matters directly relating to
the registration, transfer and membership. The appeal process will be completed within 90 days of receipt of a written
appeal submission. Once a written appeal is received, the ABA Executive Board will set a hearing date/time via conference
call to discuss the appeal. For the first 20 minutes of the meeting, the appellant can present information relevant to the
discussion. The ABA Executive Board will then have closed discussion on the appeal. The ABA will communicate their
decision in writing to the appellant within 15 days of the hearing.
Send written appeal letters to:
American Brabant Association
P.O. Box 181
Isanti, MN 55040
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Instructions for Registering Horses
The ABA Registration Form is used to initially register a horse with ABA regardless of
whether or not the horse is already registered in another registry; after registering with the
ABA, subsequent changes in ownership are communicated with the ABA Transfer form.
It may take up to 90 days for the ABA to complete the processing of the application.
FORM: The Registration Application form is available on the American Brabant Association website and also in this
document.
MEMBERSHIP: Current membership in the American Brabant Association is not required but is encouraged. Non-members
may register horses using a higher fee schedule.
HORSE’S NAME: The name of the horse is to be chosen by the breeder or owner.
• Use of an ABA reserved prefix as part of the horse’s name is required unless the horse has been previously
registered with another registry. In that case, use the horse’s name without an ABA prefix.
• Using the breeder’s prefix in the horse’s name is preferred. If the current owner who is registering the horse is not
the breeder, the current owner should request permission from the breeder to use the breeder’s prefix (see
Authorization to Use Reserved Prefix form). If permission is not granted, then the current owner will use their own
prefix.
• There is a maximum of 35 characters per horse name (including spaces and prefixes)
• The name of the horse cannot be changed once registration is complete. Although unlikely, if the horse’s name is
already in use you will be asked to choose another name.
• If the prefix name has not been already reserved by the ABA, submit an ABA Reserved Prefix Application Form.
DESCRIPTION: Provide written description of the horse which includes its general coloring and any identifying markings.
Color can be described with these terms:
BAY- Red bodies and black manes, tails, and points on their legs, faces, and ears
DARK BAY - Brown bodies and black manes, tails, and points on their legs, faces, and ears
BLACK-A true black horse has a pure black coat, with no brown hairs. The coat sometimes has a blue hue to it
SORREL -( sometimes referred to as chestnut) red coats that can range from light to dark (liver); can also have flaxen manes and tails, which are
lighter than the coat.
RED ROAN, BAY ROAN, BLUE ROAN,STRAWBERRY ROAN-Roan horses have white hairs or ticking throughout their coats. Roans are born with
their coat color and do not change (at least much) over time.
GRAY

Face markings can be described with these terms:
STAR - Any marking on the forehead.
STRIPE - A vertical marking found below the eye level and above the imaginary horizontal line connecting the top of the nostrils.
SNIP - Any mark found below the top of the nostrils.
SNIP LOWER LIP - Any marking found on lower lip.
STAR AND SNIP - A marking on the forehead with disconnected marking between or below the nostrils.
STAR AND STRIPE - A marking on the forehead with a stripe to the nasal peak. The stripe does not have to be an extension of the star.
STRIPE AND SNIP - A narrow marking extending vertically, beginning below the eyes and ending just below or between the nostrils.
STAR, STRIPE AND SNIP - A marking on the forehead with an extension to between or below the nostrils.
BLAZE - A large or wide connected white star, stripe and snip of uniform width.
BALD FACE - A very large blaze which can extend outside of the eyes in the forehead and center of face, covering the width of the bridge of the
nose and over the entire muzzle.
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Leg markings can be described with these terms:
HEEL - A white marking found across the entire heel or simply on one side.
CORONET - A white marking from the foot to the first inch above the hoof, extending all the way around the foot to be inclusive of the heel
PASTERN - A white marking that extends from the top of the hoof up to the bottom of the ankle or fetlock joint.
ANKLE - A white marking that extends from the top of the hoof to the top of the ankle joint.
HALF STOCKING - A white marking that extends to the midway point of the cannon bone.
STOCKING - Any white marking extending from the hoof covering the leg up to the bottom of the knee or hock or above the knee or hock.

Hooves can be described as WHITE, BLACK, or STRIPED
PHOTOGRAPHS: Submit color photographs clearly showing all markings on the horse.
• At least 4 photos must be submitted and must include 1) Frontal head, 2) Left side, 3) Right side, 4) Rear
• All parts of the horse must be seen on the photographs including tips of ears, nose, and all hooves.
• “Square” the horse’s legs for the photographs and position the horse on level ground.
• Submit additional photographs of all distinguishing markings.
• The horse should not be wearing saddles, bridles, or any harness parts.
• Because many horses change colors with the seasons, indicate what date the photographs were taken
• Mark the photographs with the horse’s name
ELIGIBILITY: Qualification and eligibility for American Brabant Association registration is predicated on the information
provided to the ABA Registry Office. The burden of proving eligibility lies with the applicant. Provide evidence of the horse’s
eligibility by submitting copies of as many of these documents as are available:
o If this application is being submitted for a horse that is already registered with another registry, include a
copy of the Horse’s Registration Certificate (show both front and back pages of the certificate)
o The Horse’s Import papers
o If the horse is not previously registered with a different registry, submit the handwritten Registry Pedigree
Chart form
o Sire’s and/or Dam’s Registration Certificates
o Photographs of the Sire and/or Dam (particularly useful for Tier 3, 4, and 5 horses)
o Breeder and/or Owner’s Affidavit Form
o Copy of a Cancelled Check / Bill of Sale
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR FOALS BY ARTIFICAL INSEMINATION: To qualify for registration with the ABA, all
foals conceived by artificial insemination and foaled after December 31,2019 must provide parentage verification.
Read the Mating Rules for Artificial Insemination section in the ABA Handbook for details.
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete all blanks on the application
• All application materials become the property of the American Brabant Association and will not be returned.
• The ABA registration certificate, once issued, will include a number representing the horse’s percent of
European Belgian bloodline.
• Registrations will not be processed without complete payment.
• Application fees are non-refundable and non-transferable.
• Registration will be completed within 90 days of submission.
• A certificate of registration will be mailed to you or you will receive notification explaining next steps.
FEES: Complete Fees are as noted and are verified by postmark date:

Register a Horse $30 USD( members)

$55 USD (non-members)

PAYMENT: Payment can be made by check, money order
Or PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com
SUBMIT: Send the application documents, eligibility documentation, photographs and application fees to the

American Brabant Association P.O. Box 181 Isanti, MN 55040
Or

Send .pdf and .jpg files via email to ABARegistry@q.com
12/28/2020
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American Brabant Association
Registration Application
Today’s Date: ____________________
Owner Information:
Current American Brabant Association Member? Yes No
Name:

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________

Country: _____________

Zip/Postal Code: ____________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________
1) Horse Name (Maximum of 35 characters):

2) Foaling Information:
Foaling Date: _ ___mm_/_ ___ dd/__ ___yyyy
Gender: Mare Stallion Gelding → Date Gelded: _ ___mm_/_ ___ dd/__ ___yyyy
Foaling Location: State / Province:

Country:

3) If the horse has an identification chip implanted, list the chip number here: ______________________________
4) Was this horse imported from Europe? Yes No
5) Description (enter color and describe markings)

6) At least 4 colored photographs must be submitted and must include 1) Frontal head, 2) Left side, 3) Right side, 4) Rear
Submit additional photographs of distinguishing markings.
All parts of the horse must be seen on the photographs including tips of ears, nose and all hooves.
“Square” the horse’s legs for the photographs and position the horse on level ground
Submit additional photographs of all distinguishing markings
The horse should not be wearing saddles, bridles or any harness parts.
Photos taken date: __________________
ABA Registration Application Page 1 of 2

12/28/2020
Page 25

Page2 List Horse’s name again:
7) Breeder (Owner of Mare at the time of breeding) Information:
Name:
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________ Country: _____________
Zip/Postal Code: _____________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________

8) Sire’s Name ______________________________Registration # __________ Registry __________________
9) Dam’s Name ______________________________Registration # __________ Registry ___________________
10) How bred:  Pasture Exposure  Hand Bred  Artificial Insemination (See mating rules in the handbook-include Semen
Collector’s Affidavit and the Breeder’s Affidavit forms)

11) ABA Registration Eligibility (submit copies of as many of these documents as are available):
a. If this application is being submitted for a horse that is already registered with another registry, include a copy
of the Horse’s Registration Certificate (show both front and back pages of the certificate)
b. The Horse’s Import papers
c. If the horse is not previously registered with a different registry, submit the handwritten Registry Pedigree Chart
d. Sire’s and/or Dam’s Registration Certificates
e. Photographs of the Sire and/or Dam
f. Breeder and/or Owner’s Affidavit Form
g. Copy of a Cancelled Check / Bill of Sale
12) I certify that the information provided in this application is correct.

Applicant’s Signature

FEES: Complete Fees are as noted and are verified by postmark date:

Register a Horse $30 USD( members)
Fees Payable: by check or money order to American Brabant Association Registry
Or
Via PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com
Mail to: American Brabant Association

P.O. Box 181
Isanti, MN 55040
Or
EMAIL: Send .pdf and jpg files to ABARegistry@q.com
Registration Checklist:
 Prefix Reservation Form (if prefix has not been previously filed)
 2-page Registration Application form; be sure to sign the application
 At least 4 color photographs- marked with horse’s name and date photo taken
 Documents showing evidence of ABA eligibility
 Fees paid
ABA Registration Application Page 2 of 2

12/28/2020
Page 26

$55 USD (non-members)

American Brabant Association
Registry Pedigree Chart
Sire’s Sire:
Pedigree:
If the horse’s pedigree is
not submitted in any
Sire:
other way include this
handwritten chart with
Pedigree:
the registration
application

Sire:
Pedigree:

Sire’s Dam:
Pedigree:

Name of the Horse

Dam’s Sire:
Pedigree:
For Dam or Sire:
enter horse’s name.
For Pedigree: enter
all known
information: Breed,
Registry,
Registration #.

Dam:
Pedigree:
Dam’s Dam:
Pedigree:

Enter “Unknown” if
information is not
known.
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Owner Affidavit
An affidavit is a written statement where a person lists facts that they know to be true. For the ABA, this form is used to
document the horse’s current owner when other forms of documentation are not available.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Owner Affidavit form is available on the American Brabant Association website and also in this document.
Only use this form when registering a horse if no other form of documentation showing ownership is available.
When registering a horse imported from Europe, this form should be used to document ownership.
The ABA Executive Board will use this information during their registration review to determine whether or not to
issue an ABA certificate of registration.
Misrepresentation will be subject to disciplinary action (see Disciplinary Action section).
Submit the completed form along with the horse’s registration application documents.

09/03/2020
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Owner Affidavit
An affidavit is a written statement where a person lists facts that they know to be true.
Today’s Date: __________________
Name of Horse: ___________________________________________________

Describe how you came to own this horse and why there is no other formal documentation showing you as the owner:

I hereby certify that the above Horse is owned by:
Signature of Owner: ________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name of Owner: ____________________________________________________________________
Owner Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________

Country: _____________

Zip /Postal Code: _______________________

Include this completed form with the horse’s registration application documents.
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Breeder Affidavit
An affidavit is a written statement where a person lists facts that they know to be true. For the ABA, this form is used to
document horse breeding.
•
•
•
•

The Breeder Affidavit form is available on the American Brabant Association website and also in this document.
The owner, who wants to register a horse, has the responsibility to contact the breeder and to have the breeder
complete the Breeder Affidavit form.
The owner will then include the completed Breeder Affidavit with their horse’s registration application.
When registering a foal conceived with artificial insemination if no parentage DNA test information is submitted, the
Breeder’s Affidavit and Semen Collection Affidavit forms are required.
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Breeder Affidavit
An affidavit is a written statement where a person lists facts that they know to be true.
Today’s Date: __________________
Name of Mare: ___________________________________________________
Registration #__________________ Name of the Registry ___________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the above Mare was bred to
Stallion Name: ___________________________________________________
Registration #__________________ Name of the Registry ___________________________________________________
By Hand Service on these Dates: __________________________________________________________________________
By Pasture Exposure from __________________________________to __________________________________
By Artificial Insemination on these Dates: __________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Inseminator _________________________________________________________________
Printed Name of Inseminator: ____________________________________________________________________
Inseminator Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________

Country: _____________

Zip/Postal Code: ______________ Telephone Number: ____________________ Email:_______________________
Signature of Breeder ________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name of Breeder: ____________________________________________________________________
Breeder Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________

Country: _____________

Zip/Postal Code: _______________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Provide completed Breeder Affidavit form to the Mare’s owner.
09/03/2020
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Semen Collection Affidavit
An affidavit is a written statement where a person lists facts that they know to be true. For the ABA, this form is used to
document the collection of semen.
•
•
•
•

The Semen Collection form is available on the American Brabant Association website and in this document.
The owner, who wants to register a horse conceived using Artificial Insemination, has the responsibility to contact the
semen collector to have them complete the Semen Collection Affidavit form.
The owner will then include the completed Semen Collection Affidavit and a Breeder Affidavit with their horse’s
registration application.
When registering a foal conceived with artificial insemination if no parentage DNA test information is submitted, the
Semen Collection Affidavit and Breeder Affidavit forms are required.
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Semen Collection Affidavit
An affidavit is a written statement where a person lists facts that they know to be true.
Today’s Date: __________________
Name of Stallion: ___________________________________________________
Registration #__________________ Name of the Registry ___________________________________________________
I hereby certify that semen was collected from the above Stallion and was provided to
Breeder Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Breeder Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________

Country: _____________

Zip/Postal Code: _______________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Signature of Semen Collector

________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Semen Collector ____________________________________________________________________
Semen Collector’s Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________

Country: _____________

Zip/Postal Code: _______________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Provide this completed Semen Collection Affidavit form to the Mare’s owner.
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Transfer of Ownership
Use this Transfer form only after the horse has been previously registered with the ABA and has received an ABA ID
number and certificate. (To initially register a horse with ABA regardless of whether or not the horse is already registered
in another registry, use the ABA Registration Form.)
When change of ownership occurs, the seller is responsible to transfer the horse to the buyer’s name.
•
•
•
•

The Application for Transfer form is available on the American Brabant Association website and also in this document.
The seller has the responsibility to complete the application for transfer.
The application for transfer report must show the name and ABA registration number of the horse, the date of the
sale, buyer’s name and address, and seller’s signature, printed name and address.
The seller’s signature must correspond to the name as owner in the American Brabant Association records.
The seller will mail the application for transfer, the certificate of registration and the transfer fee to the
American Brabant Association
P.O. Box 181
Isanti, MN 55040

•
•
•
•

The ABA Registry Office will return the certificate to the new owner.
Transfers are considered to be delinquent 60 days after the sale date.
Fee is verified by postmark date.
Fee: $30 USD for members, $55 USD for non-members;
If sent 60 days after the sale date: $100 USD for members, $125 USD for non-members.

Neglect or Refusal to Transfer: In case of willful neglect or refusal of a seller to give a transfer without reasons
satisfactory to the ABA Executive Board, the record of change of ownership may be made by the Registrar upon written
approval of the majority of the Executive Board upon satisfactory evidence of sale and delivery. Additionally, the seller
may be subject to ABA Disciplinary Action.
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APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER
Today’s Date: __________________
Name of Animal: ___________________________________________________
ABA Registration #___________________ (required)
Gender:  Stallion

 Gelding

 Mare → Bred  or Not Bred 

I (we) hereby certify that on the __________Day of __________ Month Year: _______ I (we) sold the above Brabant Horse to:
Buyer Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Buyer Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________ Country: ________________________
Zip /Postal Code: _______________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________
I (We) hereby authorize the transfer of ownership as above, on the books of the American Brabant Association
Signature of Seller(s): ________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name(s) of Sellers: ____________________________________________________________________
Sellers Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________ Country: ________________________
Zip/Postal Code: _______________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________

In case this transfer applies to a Mare which was bred before the date of the sale a Breeders Affidavit Form must
accompany the transfer.
Fees Payable via Check or Money Order to American Brabant Association Registry or via PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com
Fee: $30 USD for members, $55 USD for non-members; if sent 60 days after the sale date: $100 USD for members, $125 USD for non-members

Mail Transfer form and original ABA Registration Certificate to:

American Brabant Association P.O. Box 181

Isanti, MN 55040
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Request to Update Horse’s Color
Use this form to request to change a horse’s description listed on its ABA Certificate of Registration.
This form should be used when a horse was initially registered as a foal and as it grew and matured, the horse’s color
changed. This is not to be used for seasonal color changes.
The Request to Update Horse’s Color form is available on the American Brabant Association website and also in this
document.
•
•

The form must be filled out and submitted by the horse’s current owner.
New pictures showing the horse’ must accompany the request. Be sure any distinguishing markings are clearly
visible in the new photographs as they will be matched with the horse’s earlier photographs.

Mail the Request to Update Horse’s Color form, photographs, the horse’s ABA Certificate of Registration and fees to:
American Brabant Association
P.O. Box 181
Isanti, MN 55040
•
•

The ABA Registry Office will update the description and photographs on the ABA Certificate of Registration and return
the certificate to the current owner.
Fee: $10 USD for members, $25 USD for non-members

12/28/2020
Page 36

American Brabant Association
Est. 1999

Request to Update Horse’s Color
Today’s Date: __________________
Name of Horse: ___________________________________________________
ABA Registration #___________________
Horse’s Description (enter color and describe markings):

I certify that the information provided in this request is correct.
Owner’s Signature

Owner Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Owner Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________

Country: _____________

Zip /Postal Code: _______________________

13) PHOTOGRAPHS
At least 4 colored photographs must be submitted and must include 1) Frontal head, 2) Left side, 3) Right side, 4) Rear
Submit additional photographs of distinguishing markings.
All parts of the horse must be seen on the photographs including tips of ears, nose and all hooves.
“Square” the horse’s legs for the photographs and position the horse on level ground
Submit additional photographs of all distinguishing markings
The horse should not be wearing saddles, bridles or any harness parts.
Photos taken date: __________________
Fees Payable via Check or Money Order to American Brabant Association Registry or via PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com
Fee: $10 USD for members, $25 USD for non-members

Mail Request to Update Horse’s Color, Photographs, original ABA Registration Certificate and fees to:

American Brabant Association P.O. Box 181

Isanti, MN 55040
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Reserved Breeder Prefix
•

•

The ABA Reserved Prefix Application form is available on the American Brabant Association website and also in this
document.
The ABA maintains a list of reserved prefixes.
When registering horses an ABA reserved breeder prefix as part of the horse’s name is required.
A proprietor will be allowed to reserve only one prefix and reserved prefixes are unique and cannot be used by more
than one proprietor.
Prefixes must be at least 2 characters long. It is suggested that the overall prefix length be short to allow enough
characters for the foal’s name. There is a maximum of 35 characters per horse name (including spaces and prefixes).
Submit 2 prefix choices; if the first choice is not accepted, the second choice will be evaluated.

•

To obtain an ABA reserved prefix, fill out the ABA Reserved Prefix Application form and

•
•
•
•

Mail to:
American Brabant Association
P.O. Box 181
Isanti, MN 55040
Or
EMAIL: Send .pdf file to ABARegistry@q.com

Fee: $10 USD for members and non-members
•

You will receive a notice from the ABA Registry confirming the acceptance of your prefix.

•

When a farm is sold, exclusive use of its registered prefix does not automatically pass to the buyer. A letter
requesting release of the registered prefix must be submitted to the ABA office by the prefix’s owner on record.
Application for exclusive use of that prefix must then be made by the buyer.
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Reserved Prefix Application Form

Applicant Name(s): __________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State/Province: _____________ Country: _____________
Zip/Postal Code: _____________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: _________________________________

Prefix Choice #1:________________________________________________________________________
Prefix Choice #2:________________________________________________________________________

Mail to:

American Brabant Association
P.O. Box 181
Isanti, MN 55040
Or
EMAIL: Send .pdf file to ABARegistry@q.com

$10 Fee Payable via Check or Money Order to American Brabant Association
or via PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com
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Authorization to Use a Reserved Prefix
•
•
•
•

•

The Authorization to Use Reserved Prefix form is available on the American Brabant Association website and also in
this document.
The ABA maintains a list of reserved prefixes.
A proprietor is allowed to reserve only one prefix and reserved prefixes are unique and cannot be used by more than
one proprietor.
As the ABA begins its registry, there will be times when the current owner of a horse is applying to register a horse
that he did not breed. Using the breeder’s prefix in the horse’s name is preferred. This form, completed by the
breeder, allows the person named use the breeder’s prefix. The use is limited to the horses specified by the breeder.
After it is completed, the current owner will include this form with the horse’s registration application.
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Authorization to Use a Reserved Prefix
Today’s Date__________________

I (We) hereby authorize ________________________________________________
(Printed name)

to use my (our) ABA Reserved Prefix, ________________________________________________________________
(printed prefix)

when registering these horses with the American Brabant Association:

(horse name)

1) ____________________________________________________________________
(horse name)

2) ____________________________________________________________________

3) _____________________________________________________________________

4) _____________________________________________________________________

Signature of Prefix Owner(s): ________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name(s) of Prefix Owner(s): ___________________________________________________________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: _________________________________

Provide this completed form to the horse’s current owner who will submit it with their Registration Application.
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DNA Testing
The American Brabant Association promotes the capturing of the DNA “fingerprint” of
American Brabant horses and encourages owners to voluntarily test their horses. Once
tested and recorded, horses’ genetic markers can be compared to their sires’ and dams’ genetic markers to verify
parentage. Genetic parentage/identification testing needs to be done only once in a horse’s lifetime.
The ABA has contracted with the University of Kentucky Genetic Testing at Gluck to handle DNA
parentage/identification and PSSM1 testing. The ABA Registry will maintain a database of the results.
The ABA encourages all American Brabant horses, but particularly stallions, to be tested for both
parentage/identification and PSSM1(Polysaccharide Storage Myopathy).
As the ABA Registry matures, DNA testing may become a requirement for all registrations. Ideally, over time, all
American Brabant horses will be genetically tested and have their markers on file. At that point, the identity and
lineage of any registered American Brabant horse can be assured.
If you do not have DNA testing done now, consider collecting and storing mane hairs (for adult horses) or tail hairs
(for foals) from your horse. Store 50-100 hairs. The hair follicles contain the DNA needed for future testing.
If you chose to have DNA testing done:
Submit the ABA DNA Testing Request form and appropriate fees to the American Brabant Registry Office.
1) The Registry office will then email back to you the DNA Analysis form that will be used to send the sample to
the University of Kentucky.
2) Tape the mane or tail hairs of the appropriate horse onto the DNA Analysis form. These hairs must be pulled
and not cut. If the horse is less than 1 year old it is recommended that you pull tail hairs and if older than 1
year old that you pull mane hairs from near the withers. 50-100 hairs are required for the test.
3) Send the form and hair sample to the lab. Their address is listed on the DNA Analysis form.
4) The ABA approved lab at the University of Kentucky will perform the DNA genetic marker tests.
5) The results will be returned to the ABA Registry Office.
6) Once recorded in the ABA database, a copy of the genetic results will be emailed to you.
7) You should print them out and keep them with your horse’s ABA Registration Certificate.
8) Please allow 4-5 weeks for the results to be returned to you.
Fee: Parentage testing
$40 USD for members and non-members
Parentage & PSSM1 testing $100 USD for members and non-members
(PSSM1 testing cannot be requested by itself)
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DNA TESTING REQUEST
Today’s Date: _ ___mm_/_ ___ dd/__ ___yyyy

Name of Horse: ___________________________________________________
ABA Registration #___________________ (if registered)
Gender:  Stallion  Gelding  Mare
Choose One:  Parentage/Identification only  Parentage/Identification and PSSM1
Owner Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State/Province: _____________ Country: __________
Zip Code: ___________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________

I, _______________________________ am requesting DNA testing and certify that the sample I submit to the lab is from
the horse listed above. I understand that I will receive a copy of the DNA test results and that those results will also be
recorded at the ABA office and at the lab for their use.
Signature __________________________________

Fee: Parentage testing
$40 USD for members and non-members
Parentage & PSSM1 testing $100 USD for members and non-members
(PSSM1 testing cannot be requested by itself)
PAYMENT: Payment can be made by check, money order
Or PayPal account ABARegistry@q.com
SUBMIT: Send this DNA Testing Request form to the

American Brabant Association P.O. Box 181 Isanti, MN 55040
Or

Send .pdf file via email to ABARegistry@q.com
04/20/2019
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American Brabant Association
Est. 1999

Photo Consent
Date: _______________________

Description of photographs being submitted:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

I confirm that I, ______________________________________, own the photographs described above
AND
I grant the American Brabant Association permission to use the photographs
AND
permission to keep the photographs in their inventory of stock photographs and use them at any future time.

Signature: ___________________________________________
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American Brabant Association
Est. 1999

Handbook Revision History

1)

First Publication May 5, 2018

2)

R1 May 23, 2018. Pages 11, 12, 13 & 14: Changed Tier 5 Certified Brood Mare to Tier 5 Approved Brood
Mare; added a blank page before the Appendix

3)

R2 June 06, 2018 Page 14 Clarified import dates and 100% Brabant percentages to the Calculating Your
Horse’s Brabant Percentage paragraph; corrected grammar and formatting in the By-laws

4)

R3 August 19, 2018: Page 11 Adjusted language for Tier 5 mares to include 0-24%; Page 12 changed
deadline date from January 1,2019 to a future date for when Grade Mares must be approved; Page 13
added example of Tier 5 24% and referenced mating rules; Appendix Page 46 Added IRS Tax Exempt
Status Letter; Updated Table of Contents; changed Footer date to 08/19/2018

5)

R4 October 20, 2018 Page 10 Added AWCTB and VFBT registries to complete the registries from
Belgium; Pages 4,15 adjusted to be Executive Board instead of Board of Directors; Appendix added
photocopies of sample certificates and updated the copy of the By Laws

6)

R5 January 19, 2019 Pages 4,6 & 9 Annual maintenance of elected officers and dues; updated copy of the
Bylaws in the appendix.

7)

R6 April 20, 2019 Added DNA testing Pages 2, 9, 14,19, 33 & 34; Mission clarification European /
American Brabant Pages 3,5,7,8,10,15 &16; Added AWCTB and VFBT registries where missed in revision
R4 Pages 12, 15. 19; Renumbered pages in Table of Contents

8)

R7 February 15,2020 Adjusted mission Page 4; Membership: Clarified voting, added Grace Period and
Good Standing Expectations Page 5; Annual maintenance of elected officers Page 6; Revised Breed
General Description Pages 8,9; Added Color Change to Fee Schedule Page 10; Clarified Tiers, Added
Spotted Draft to the not allowed list, Added June 1,2020 deadline for requiring mare pre-approval Pages
11, 12,13 & 15; Added RDF registry and removed ANACAITPR registry Pages 11,15 & 18; Added Thinking
of Buying an American Brabant Pages 19,20; Revised Disciplinary Actions Page 21; Added 90 day
expectation to Register a Horse Application Page 23; Added a process to Transfer a Horse when seller
refuses Page 32; Added Request to Update Horses Color Pages 34,35;

9)

R8 June 20, 2020 Changed references to European Brabant to be European Belgian throughout
the document. Updated History/Origination information page 4,5;; clarified expectations of
member in good standing, and that membership fees are not refundable page 6; Added
expectations to membership application page 8; changed Fee Schedule to list reprint costs and
registration refund policy page 11; Added mating rule recommendations about CPL page 14;
deleted Tier assignment example table (was page 15); page 15 added right to request DNA
testing on foals; Adjusted transgression examples page 19;
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10)

R9 August 18,2020 Simplified the Register a Horse Fees by removing effective dates and not
eligible dates. All horses $30 for members, $55 for non-members;

11)

R10 September 3, 2020 pg 7 corrected board members to include Tamara, pg 9 clarified body
style and undesirable features; pg 10 added undesirable to temperament; pg 14 added
discourage of breeding cryptorchid stallions; pg 24 added how bred? to registration application; pg
26/27 added requirement of breeder affidavit for AI foals and inseminator’s information /signature; pg
31 adjusted transfer form to require breeder’s affidavit for bred mares;

12)

R11 December 28, 2020 pg 1 matched bylaws on process for how handbook changed; pg 6
adjusted management to reflect 2020 election; pg 8 updated color description; pg 10 added
Stallion Breeding Stock Approval; pg 11-13 Removed the Tier System and replaced with The 3
Books of Record; pg 14 Replaced Mating Rules with Mating Recommendations; pg 15 Added
Either and Or options for Artificial Insemination rules; pg 16 Removed lists of European
registries; pg 21-24 updated Registration application colors and required photographs; pg 28
added artificial insemination to Breeder’s Affidavit; pg 30 Added Semen Collection Affidavit; pg
34 updated required photographs; pg 40 removed DNA requirement for artificial insemination;
Appendix changed sample registration certificates to reflect the 3 Books of Registration

13)

R12 February 4, 2021 pg 1 added intellectual property sentences

14)

R13 May 13,2021 pg 7 included the updated membership application form; pg 12-13 Revised
Book 2 entry requirements to include the ABA Assessment Process, Pg 17 changed example from
imported horse to Book 2 registered horse; pg 44 added Photo Consent Form

05/13/2021

Page 46

This page is intentionally left blank.

08/19/2018
Page 47

American Brabant Association
Appendix

08/19/2018
Page 48

Sample Registration Certificate – American Brabant
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Sample Registration Certificate – European Belgian
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Sample Registration Certificate – Breeding Stock
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American Brabant Association Bylaws
Revised 12/28/2020
ARTICLE I – NAME AND SEAL
3) NAME -The name of the organization shall be the American Brabant Association, abbreviated as ABA. The ABA is
henceforth referred to as the Association in this document.
4) SEAL – The Association shall have a seal consisting of a circular die which is engraved “AMERCIAN BRABANT
ASSOCIATION” and in the center is a side view of a draft horse. The impression is as follows:

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE
The American Brabant Association’s mission is to protect, preserve and promote the American Brabant draft horse in the
Western Hemisphere.
1) To Preserve and Protect - by providing a clearinghouse of breeder information, available horses and provide a
network for interested people to learn about the American Brabant.
2) To Promote – by showcasing the abilities, attributes and beauty of the American Brabant.
3) To establish, maintain and publish a registry for recording pedigrees of these horses.
4) To improve the health, soundness and usefulness of the American Brabant as a working horse.
Article III - LIMITATIONS
1. The Association is registered as a nonprofit 501(c) 3 organization.
2. Membership is open to all adults without regard to gender, race, color, age, disability, religion or national origin.
3. The Association will not afford financial gain, incidentally or otherwise, to its members. Any profits realized from
any Association activity shall be devoted to the purpose of the Association.
4. No part of the net earnings of the club shall inure to benefit of, or be distributable to, any of its members,
directors, officers or other private persons, except that the club shall be authorized to pay reasonable
compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the exempt
purposes.
5. The Association shall have no capitol stock.
6. The members shall not be personally liable for Association obligations.
7. No substantial part of the activities of the club shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to
influence legislation, and the club shall not participate in, or intervene in any political campaign on behalf of or in
opposition to any candidate for public office.
8. NOTE: If applicable and notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the club shall not carry on any
other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under
section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or
(b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170 (c)(2) of the Internal Revenue
Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
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ARTICLE IV – MEMBERS
1. Any individual or family who is interested in promoting the purposes of this organization and who are accepted
by the Executive Board of the Association may become one of the following types of member:
a. Full Member: A full member is accorded all membership rights within the organization as long as
he/she has paid the annual dues and is a member in good standing.
b. Each membership will have one (1) vote within the organization. A family membership limited to
partners (and children) living within a home, shall have one (1) vote. Members of any family over the age
of 18 years may become individual members upon acceptance and payment of dues.
c. A voting member must be at least 18 years of age.
d. Voting by proxy shall not be permitted.
2. DUES: Membership dues in the Association shall be set annually by the members prior to the new calendar year.
The dues will be due Dec. 1st for the following year. Failure to remit the annual fee will cancel the membership.
3. EXPECTATIONS OF A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING:
Being a member of and/or doing business with the ABA is a privilege and not a right. All members doing business
with the ABA agree to support the mission and to promote and seek to secure the best interest of other
members and the Association as a whole. Members are to put the best interests of the entire program ahead of
their personal desires.
Subject to these Bylaws, the Executive Board has authority to establish and enforce rules, regulations, conditions,
qualifications, rights and privileges of the members, including rules and conditions governing admission,
withdrawal, censure, suspension, or expulsion.
Membership is granted after completion and receipt of a membership application, approval by the Executive
Board, and initial receipt of the annual dues. Continued membership is contingent upon being current regarding
the payment of annual membership dues.
In order to preserve a climate that encourages the growth and success of the ABA, the Association and its
Directors and Officers reserve the right to suspend or terminate participation of any member whose conduct is
detrimental or is inconsistent with the interests of the ABA. Members should exercise common sense, respect
and courtesy when participating in Association activities. Conduct by a member which is detrimental to the
functioning and the purposes and goals of the ABA, may result in disciplinary action.
3. DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS
Whenever an issue, complaint or grievance arises regarding a member of the Association or a Director or Officer,
a written description of the issue, complaint or grievance shall be written by the charging party and provided to
the Association Secretary.
Upon receipt of the written description of the issue, complaint or grievance, the Executive Board shall make an
initial finding of whether there is any evidence supporting the alleged issue, complaint, or grievance. If evidence
is found a hearing will be scheduled no sooner than fourteen (14) days and no later than thirty (30) days after
the charged party is notified of the issue, complaint, or grievance
At that hearing, the charging party shall have the opportunity to be heard and present evidence and witnesses
regarding the charges. The charged party shall also have the opportunity to be heard and present evidence and
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witnesses supporting his/her position. After all evidence has been presented, the Executive Board shall, by at
least a majority vote of the quorum present, decide whether conduct which is detrimental or inconsistent with
the purposes and goals of the ABA has occurred. If a violation has occurred, then by at least a majority vote of
the quorum present, the Executive Board shall have the discretion to order suspension of membership or any
other appropriate discipline of such member. Removal of membership would be only be allowed with a vote of at
least two-thirds of the quorum present. The charging party and the charged party are not eligible to vote at the
hearing.

ARTICLE V - MANAGEMENT
1. EXECUTIVE BOARD: The management of the Association shall consist of seven (7) directors (one of the seven
directors serving as President and another serving as Vice President). The directors will appoint a
Secretary/Treasurer/Registrar. The eight (8) altogether are called the Executive Board.
2. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: The three officers will comprise The Executive Committee. The Executive Committee
shall meet as required and implement general supervision of the affairs of the ABA between regular meetings.
3. Officer and Duties:
A. The duties of the President shall be:
(1) To preside over all meetings of the association the Executive Committee, the Executive Board and any
special ABA meetings.
(2) To appoint all ABA committees unless otherwise provided for.
(3) To perform all duties normally applicable to the office as prescribed by the Parliamentary authority
adopted by the ABA.
(4) The President will be the principal executive officer of the association and subject to the control of the
general membership and the Executive Board
(5) Any vacancy of any office shall be filled by an appointment made by the President with the approval of
majority the Executive Board. The appointee shall serve the remainder of the vacated position’s term.
B. The duties of the Vice-President shall be:
(1.) Attend all meetings of the ABA, the Executive Committee and any special meetings.
(2.) Perform president’s duties during his/her absence or inability to serve.
(3.) Assist the president in any way possible.
(4.) To perform all duties normally applicable to the office as prescribed by the Parliamentary authority
adopted by the ABA.
C. The duties of the Secretary /Treasurer shall be:
(1.) To attend all meetings of the ABA, the Executive Committee and any special meetings, record and
preserve the minutes.
(2.) To handle all correspondence.
(3.) Pay monies as directed by the Executive Committee.
(4.) Keep accurate record of funds and give reports as required.
(5.) To perform all other duties normally applicable to the office as prescribed by the Parliamentary authority
adopted by the ABA.
(6.) The financial records of the Secretary/Treasurer will be of the double entry type
(7.) Payments of Association obligations will be made by check signed by the Secretary/Treasurer. Expenses
other than publishing the quarterly newsletters and regular Registry operating expenses, for example
postage, paper, envelopes, ink and phone, will be approved by the general membership at any scheduled
meeting and/or approved by the Executive Board.
4. The Executive Board and Duties
A. The three officers and the five directors shall constitute the Executive Board.
B. The Executive Board is subordinate to the general assembly.
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C. The Executive Board can direct the Executive Committee to implement the association's business while
between the general meetings of the Association.
D. The Executive Board shall exercise all of the Association's powers between the general meetings of the
Association, except those reserved to members by law, by the articles of incorporation, or by these bylaws.
The Executive Board may fix the hour and method of meetings, make recommendations to the Association,
and perform such other duties, as follows:
a. Conduct and any and all business of the Association
b. Conduct an annual audit of the Association
c. Conduct any and all business involving The Registry including any and all duties described in the ABA
Handbook
d. The Executive Board will review each registration application to determine whether or not to issue an
ABA certificate of registration.
e. The Executive Board will monitor the number of horses and independent bloodlines represented in
the registry and will open and/or close registration books as needed to ensure enough genetic
diversity in the American Brabant.
f. The Secretary/Treasurer (officer), will serve as a nonvoting Executive Board member, known as the
Registrar, and will record minutes, maintain records, issue the documents, and do any and all things
necessary for the business of The Registry as approved and directed by the seven remaining voting
members of the Executive Board.
5. Nomination and Election of Officers.
The general membership votes annually (typically the 3rd Saturday in December) to elect directors to the open
positions. Seven (7) Directors will be elected for three (3) year terms, with three (3) Directors being elected in
year one, two (2) Directors being elected in the following year, and two (2) Directors being elected in the 3rd
year. There are no term limits for individual directors.
A. Nomination and Election Committee.
At least sixty (60) days before the date of the annual election the Executive Board shall appoint a nominating
committee consisting of three (3) active members of the Association. Said committee shall be comprised of two
Directors not then up for election, and one other active member who holds no office, and will be announced
during the meeting the 3rd Saturday in October. The role of the nominating committee includes reviewing the
qualifications of nominees and providing the Executive Board with the list of qualified nominees to be placed on
the ballot for the next coming election.
1. Qualifications to run for a Director position includes:
a. Must be a member in good standing.
b. Not have an adult felony criminal conviction.
c. Must have attended at least six (6) general membership meetings in the past twelve (12) months in
person, by conference call, or by web conferencing.
d. Must own at least one ABA registered horse, registered to that person’s name.
e. Must be nominated by at least three (3) other members in good standing in the ABA (signed statements
must be provided by the three members of their intent to nominate the nominee).
f. Must have no conflicts of interest that would affect their role as Director.
g. Has routinely demonstrated positive behavior consistent with the ABA’s mission.
h. At least forty (40) days prior to the date of the annual election, all nominees must provide a Notice of
Intent to Run for a Director position, signatures of at least three other members in good standing
indicating their intent to nominate the individual, and written confirmation that they comply with the
qualifications for the Director position. The nomination form showing signatures can be sent to the
nominating committee using paper via US mail or through email as a picture of the form (jpg) or scan of
the form (pdf).
2. Other Duties of the Nomination and Election Committee. Following appointment, the Nomination and
Election Committee shall:
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a. Elect a chairperson and secretary.
b. Review all Director nominations to make sure all qualifications are met and provide the list of all
qualified nominees to the Executive Board.
c. Review the dates and requirements for voting and provide the Executive Board with the appropriate
schedule and deadlines regarding the election.
d. Consider and decide all questions, issues or disputes regarding nominations, voting procedures and
tabulating the votes cast.
B. Election.`
1. Election Procedure.
a. At least sixty (60) days prior to the election date the Nomination and Election Committee will be formed
and then announced during the meeting the 3rd Saturday in October. Within ten (10) days of meeting
the 3rd Saturday in October, the Nomination and Election Committee will inform all members of general
election information, including the number of positions open and the process for nominating members
for the open Director positions.
b. At least forty (40) days prior to the election, all nominees wanting to run for an open Director position
shall provide a Notice of Intent to Run along with signatures of three other members in good standing
and confirmation that they comply with the qualifications for the Director position.
c. At least thirty (30) days prior to the election (approximately the time of the meeting the 3rd Saturday in
November), the Nomination and Election Committee shall notify all members of the nominees running
for open Director positions and the number of positions open. The Nomination and Election Committee
shall inform the members at that time that if they want to vote in the Director election by written ballot,
they must request a written ballot within seven (7) days.
d. At least twenty-one (21) days prior to the election date, the ABA shall send out ballots to all members
requesting a written ballot.
e. The member shall return the ballot by mail, and if received by the ABA on or before the date of the
election, the ballot shall be accepted as the vote of that member.
f. The written ballots will be returned to the Nomination and Election Committee and will be tallied by
that committee. Individual votes will remain confidential and only the tallies will be communicated to
the Executive Board.
g. All members who do not request a written ballot will be able to call in and vote by roll call vote at the
annual/election meeting.
h. Only members in good standing will be allowed to vote.
i. The Nomination and Election Committee will review the written ballots received and add to them the
result of the roll call vote and subsequently report the final results to the Executive Board.
j. The 2 nominees who receive the most votes will fill the 3-year positions, the 2 nominees that get the 3rd
and 4th most votes will fill the 1 year positions. After the 2020 elections, all positions will be the same
length (3yrs).
2. Post-Election Appointments
a. Following each annual election, the Executive Board will determine which director will serve as President
and which director will serve as Vice President for the year. Directors must have served on the Executive
Board for at least 1 year to be eligible to be President or Vice President.
b. Following each annual election, the Executive Board will appoint the Secretary/Treasurer/Registrar
position.

6. Director Standard of Conduct.
In keeping with established principles of nonprofit law, a Board Member must meet standards in responsibilities
to the organization. A Director shall discharge the Director’s duties as a Board Member:
1) In good faith.
2) In a manner the Director reasonably believes to be in the Association’s best interests.
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3) When involved in the Director’s decision-making function or devoting attention to the Director’s oversight
function, with the care that an individual in a like position would reasonably believe appropriate under
similar circumstances.
4) In a constructive and positive manner consistent with the Association’s mission.
No member, Director or Officer of this Association shall be liable for the acts or failure to act on the part of any
other member, Director or Officer. Nor shall any member, Director or Officer be liable for his/her acts or failure
to act under these Bylaws, except they may be liable for acts, or omissions to act, arising out of his/her willful
misfeasance, dishonesty or other unlawful conduct.
Indemnification for Director or Officer. The Association shall indemnify an individual who is or was a Director or
Officer, and who was substantially successful on the merits or otherwise, in defending a threatened, pending or
completed action, suit, or proceeding against them because the individual is or was a Director or Officer. This
indemnification is against reasonable expenses, including attorney fees actually incurred in connection with the
proceeding. This indemnification is in event the individual Director or Officer:
1) Acted in good faith; and,
2) Reasonably believed he/she was acting in the best interests of the Association; and,
3) Had no reasonable cause to believe his/her conduct was improper, unlawful or opposed to the best
interests of the Association.
Prior to indemnifying, a majority vote of the Directors not named in the action, suit or proceeding must
determine that the Director or Officer met the above indemnification standards and that the expenses are
reasonable.
7.

Removal of Director.

Removal of Director by Members. Any member of the association may bring charges for cause against a Director by
filing with the Association Secretary such charges in writing together with a petition signed by twenty percent (20%)
of the Association’s total membership in good standing at the time of the alleged infraction(s). Upon receipt, the
non-charged Directors shall determine whether there is some evidence to support the charges. If evidence is found,
a meeting of all members shall be scheduled no sooner than fourteen (14) days after the charged Director is notified
of the charges. During that meeting, the charging party shall have the opportunity to be heard and present
evidence and witnesses regarding the charges, and the charged party shall also have the opportunity to be heard
and present evidence and witnesses supporting his/her position. After all evidence has been presented, a vote of
the members participating in the meeting and who are in good standing shall be taken. The charged party and the
charging party are not eligible to vote. If two-thirds (2/3rds) of voting parties vote for the Directors removal, that
Director shall vacate his/her position immediately.

ARTICLE VI – REGISTRY
1. The object of The Registry is to maintain a registration and transfer of Brabants and Brabant horses crossed with
other approved draft stock in the Western Hemisphere.
2. A two/thirds vote of the Executive Board is required for decisions made involving The Registry.
3. The forms, instructions, and other directions for the implementation and management of The Registry are prescribed
in the ABA Handbook.
ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS
1. General Meetings: The general meetings of the ABA may be held on the 3rd Saturday each month at 9:00 p.m. EST.
These meetings may be held in person at a place designated 30 days in advance, or by a telephone conference call, or by
other means approved by the general membership. A minimum of four meetings will be held each calendar year, with
additional meetings approved by the general membership. The President may change the meeting date or place with the
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concurrence of the Executive Board or by the request of five (5) general members. Seven days notice of meeting change
shall be given to members unless the change is due to unforeseen circumstances.
2. Quorum: The general members present at any scheduled meeting shall constitute a quorum.
3. Attendance: All Executive Board members are required to attend three/fourths of the all the general and Executive
Board meetings. An Executive Board member whose unexcused absences exceeds the required number of meetings per
year can be removed from office and a successor named. Absences may be excused by contacting the President or Vice
President prior to the start of the meeting.
4. Special Meetings: The Executive Board or the President may call special meetings of the members at any time. The
request shall state the time, place and purpose of the meeting. The President or any two Directors may call for special
meetings of the Executive Board, and fix the time, place, or mode.
5. Notice of Special Meetings: Notice of special meetings shall be given to each member not less than 7 days before the
meeting.
6. Quorum of special meetings: the members present shall constitute a quorum.
7. Order of Business: The order of business at the general meeting is:
a. Call to order
b. Roll call
c. Adoption of the agenda
d. Reading and disposition of minutes
e. Reports of officers and committees
f. Unfinished business
g. New business
h. Announcements
i. Adjournments
ARTICLE VIII – COMMITTEES
Standing or Special Committees may be appointed by the President from time to time as deemed necessary to carry on
the work of the ABA. The President shall be an ex officio member of all committees except the nominating committee.
Duties, responsibilities and goals are assigned by the President.
ARTICLE IX – PARLIMENTARY AUTHORITY
The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 11th Edition, shall be used as a guideline in all cases to
which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and any special rules of order the
ABA may adopt.
ARTICLE X – AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS AND HANDBOOK
1. Amendment to Bylaws and Handbook.
A. Any bylaw and/or ABA Handbook may be repealed, modified, altered or amended, or new bylaws
adopted at any regular or special meeting of the Executive Board by a two-thirds vote of the Executive
Board.
B. The bylaws and/or ABA Handbook may also be repealed, modified, altered or amended or new bylaws
adopted by the affirmative vote of at least two/thirds of the general members present and in good
standing and voting at a meeting duly called and held. The proposed amended bylaws and/or ABA
Handbook will be emailed to all general members one week prior to the voting meeting.
ARTICLE XI – DISSOLUTION AND DISCLAIMER
1. In the event of the dissolution of the Association by the action of the Executive Board, all Associationfunds will be
donated and paid over to a charitable organization as designated by the Executive Board.
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2. The Association will not allow open containers of alcoholic beverages or disorderly conduct by any participant at an
ABA event.

Dated: 12/28/2020 (This is the date the bylaws are accepted.)

Signed:

Jason Julian, President, American Brabant Association
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Bylaws Revision History
2014 – Article V, item 5 added “except for the Secretary-Treasurer, consisting of a two-year term."
10/21/2017 – Article II Rewrote Purpose primarily to include registry mission
10/21/2017 – Removed Article V, Item 2 (geographic representation for directors)
5/5/2018 • General meetings: changed the time to 9 p.m. Eastern
• Amended Article V #8 Board of Directors and Duties" amended to "The Executive Board and Duties"
and duties listed

•

Added Article VI Registry and re-numbered subsequent articles

6/5/2018 – corrected numbering in Article V and adjusted some formatting concerns
10/20/2018 • Changes through-out the bylaws to reflect the elimination of the Board of Directors with its previous duties now
being performed by the Executive Board
• Clarification of election process and elected officials start dates Article V items 2 , 4 and 8
• Expanded expenses approved to add Registry office supplies Article V item 7
• Added process for removal of officers and directors Article V item 9
• Clarified Executive Board member meeting attendance Article VII item 3.
• Changed Roberts Rules of Order to be a guideline versus governing. Article IX
• Added to process of amending the Bylaws and Handbook Article X
01/19/2019 • Added Article X item 2, to allow annual maintenance of the ABA Handbook
04/20/2019 • Revised mission, changed from European Brabant to American Brabant
02/15/2020 –
•
•
•
•
•

Article 1 Added Seal and Description
Article II Item4 Updated mission
Article III Item 1 Changed to say Association is a nonprofit 501(c) 3
Article IV Membership: revised Item 2 Dues, Added Item 3 Acceptance Process, Added item 4 Expectations of a
Member in Good Standing, Removed previous Item 3 Termination by the general membership
Article V Added the title MANAGEMENT, Adjusted the number of Directors from 5 to 7; Removed election cycle
information. Renumbered the items; Item 5 Nomination and Election of Officers was re-vamped to reflect 7
directors with 3 year terms and President and Vice President selected by the Directors and Executive Board
appointing Secretary/Treasurer/ Registrar; Clarified membership qualifications to vote in the Director election
and qualifications for holding an office.

06/20/2020 –
•

Article IV Removed Acceptance paragraph and updated Expectations of a Member in Good Standing; Updated
Disciplinary Actions
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•
•

Article V Item 5 Changed procedure for election of Officers; Item 6 replaced Remove of Officers or Directors with
Director Standard of Conduct; Item 7 Added Removal of Director
Article X Item 1 Changed process for Amendment to Bylaws and Handbook

09/03/2020 –
•

Article V Item 5A added g a nominee qualification and clarified how nominations can be sent electronically; Item
5B added j about how votes determine director position.

•
12/28/2020 –
•

ARTICLE V 4Dd, 4De, and 5Ad Removed references to Tiers
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ARTICLES OF INCOPORATION
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FEDERAL INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE - TAX EXEMPT STATUS
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